[Bronchopleural fistula after pulmonary resection of lung cancer].
From 1977 to 1988, 390 cases of lung cancer were resected in our hospital. In 12 patients (3.1%) a postoperative bronchopleural fistula developed. This complication occurred more commonly after right pulmonary resection than left and most common after right pneumonectomy. Moreover, that had occurred following right pneumonectomy was most fatal. After right middle and lower lobectomy, this complication occurred at the same rate as after pneumonectomy and also caused a fatal result. On the other hand, after the resection of single lobe, the rate of the occurrence of a bronchopleural fistula was lower. And, even if it had developed, the fistula sometimes could be healed by a conservative treatment only. In one of our cases the fistula was successfully treated by intra-bronchial gluing through a bronchofiberscope.